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What Caused This War? 


JAMES DEVANE 
Reprinted from The Irish Rosary, October, 1939. 


F we ask what is the cause of this war we will not 
find it in what Chamberlain said to Hitler at Munich, 
what Ciano told Ribbentrop, or in the confessions of 
Daladier to Mussolini. We will not find it in Danzig 
or the Corridor. These are but sparks from the sim- 
mering pile: The causes go much deeper both in the 
spiritual side and in the physical, political and material 
side. 


Wak Is NATURAL 


First cause of all is this—War is natural to Man, 
it is part of his nature. War is like cancer, or phthisis, 
or pestilence, plague, famine, disease, an inevitable in- 
firmity of human life. How well Newman has ex- 
pressed the idea: 


To consider the world in its length and breadth, its various 
history, the many races of man, their starts, their fortunes, 
their mutual alienation, their conflicts; and then their ways, 
habits, governments, forms of worship; their enterprises, their 
aimless courses, their random achievements and acquirements, 
the impotent conclusion of longstanding facts, the tokens so 
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faint and broken of a superintending design, the blind evolu- 
tion of what turn out to be great powers or truths, the progress 
of things, as if from unreasoning elements, not towards final 
causes, the greatness and littleness of man, his far-reaching 
aims, his short duration, the curtain hung over his futurity, the 
disappointments of life, the defeat of good, the success of evil, 
physical pain, mental anguish, the prevalence and intensity of 
sin, the pervading idolatries, the corruptions,—is a vision to 
dizzy and appal; and inflicts upon the mind the sense of a pro- 
found mystery, which is absolutely beyond human solution. 


It follows from this that the Utopian pacifist is only 
one whit less dangerous than the war monger. Once 
in a while he was a true Christian man, but an im- 
practical Christian man—as for example the Quaker; 
much more often he was a pink, a Leftist, an inter- 
nationalist who had no substance in his thought or 
philosophy. One day he was shouting for disarma- 
ment—the next day he was shouting for war against 
half Europe. He was in an international brigade one 
month. The next month he was shouting for non- 
intervention. In one breath he shouted for war against 
the dictators. The next day he refused to vote supplies 
for the nation’s defense. 

There are, of course, just wars. If a man has prin- 
ciples and ideals of worth he should be ready to defend 
them in arms. The defense of the motherland, of one’s 
own soil, of ancestral shrines, against armed aggres- 
sion is notacrime. It is a virtue. 

The realist looks on war as the wise physician looks 
on disease. He knows he will never abolish war just 
as the physician knows he will never exterminate all 
disease and discover the elixir vitae. The realist will 
strive to limit war by being ready to meet aggression 
by force, and even more by striving after a philosophy 
which will produce a just international social order. 

Taking then for granted Man’s infirmity and the 
disease of war as part of that infirmity, I will sum- 
marize what I consider to be the causes of the present 
European War. 
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THE IDEOLOGIES 


One of the immediate causes of the present conflict 
was the worship by millions of men of false idols— 
Democracy, Fascism, Nazism, Communism. Each of 
these was exalted into the position of absolute, ulti- 
mate and final truth. Man could only be saved in De- 
mocracy, in Fascism, or Nazism or Communism. Hence 
this war of ideologies, of the democracies against the 
Fascist states, of the Fascists against Communists. 

These phrases covered fallacies which a child could 
demonstrate. England was represented as a democ- 
racy in the nineteenth and eighteenth centuries, and 
even in the seventeenth and sixteenth centuries. There 
was much talk of Magna Carta, King John and the 
Mother of Parliaments. 

It was never realized or stated that Popular Gov- 
ernment—the only true meaning of democracy—can 
be realized through a monarchy just as readily as by 
a parliamentary representative party government. 
And in fact England through all its history was either 
a monarchy or an oligarchic government. England was 
never ruled by the plain people or representatives of 
the plain people if we exclude the brief and disastrous 
administration of the MacDonald government. 

From the political viewpoint there is no reason why 
a people should not have a monarchy rather than an 
oligarchic government. It is a matter for the temper 
of the people. One form of government has no greater 
sanctions in history or morals than the other. And 
indeed history teaches us the monarchic government 
is the favorite government of man, for the oligarchies 
in history can be counted on the fingers of one hand. 
And the so-called democratic government (parliamen- 
tary party government based on manhood franchise) 
arose only in the nineteenth century. 

The Nazi philosophy (the philosophy of the blood) 
was if anything meaner and more degrading than the 
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Communist. The Aryan prescribed near all men. The 
Communist allowed men of any color enter into his 
kingdom provided he were baptized into the proletariat. 

The Fascist would not admit there was any higher 
authority than the State. Just as the Communist would 
not admit there was any higher authority than the 
proletariat. In theory one was as false as the other, 
though in practice Italy was far different from the pro- 
fessed theory, the Catholic Church being so strong 
there. 

All these systems should have no interest for men 
of European ancestry. And in fact these ideologies 
were masks to conceal political and racial avarice and 
ambitions. The result proved it. The democracies 
tried to make a pact with Communist Russia. Ger- 
many, the anti-Commintern state parried the blow and 
entered into a pact with Communist Russia. Neither 
the democracies nor the Nazi state will gain in the 
end. Germany, France and Britain will lose. And 
Europe, fairest daughter of the children of Man, will 
suffer most of all. The war may end in European 
Bolshevism. 

Sometimes at night when we turn the radio on and 
flit idly from station to station, and hear beautiful 
choirs, orchestras, operas, and the common language 
which Mozart, Beethoven, Puccini, Debussy, Chopin, 
Liszt, Dvorak, Grieg speak, then especially do we feel 
the common kinship of European life, how much it 
differs from Africa or Asia. How sad to think for 
months and perhaps years these voices will be stilled, 
and we will hear instead cries of hate and the shriek 
of hysterical, lying propaganda. Only by thoughts such 
as these can we appreciate that this present fight is the 
bitterest and saddest of all fights, a quarrel and blood 
feud among brothers. For every war in Europe is in 
its heart a civil war. 
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PROPAGANDA 


Next to the insane ideologies (and perhaps the im- 
mediate cause of the war) was the raging tearing cam- 
paign of propaganda. Now this torrent of abuse—for 
it was not argument at all—is directly connected with 
the treatment of the Jews in Germany. 


No man of principle will defend Hitler’s treatment 
of the Jews. A Society has a perfect right to protect 
itself against a body which it cannot digest. This truth 
applies to the physical body of man and to the social 
organism—Human Society. 

That the Jews are a nation all history proves; that 
the Jews cannot be assimilated by other peoples all his- 
tory proves; that the host has duties to the guest, and 
the guest has duties to the host, the wise man who de- 
sires to see Fair by Gentile and Jew should proclaim 
and proclaim loudly. You never do good by denying 
fact or reality. The man, Jew or Gentile, who says the 
Jews are not a nation will do harm to Gentiles but will 
cause much more harm and suffering to Jews. 


While it is right and just to condemn Hitler’s treat- 
ment of the Jews, it is also right and just to note that 
the treatment meted to the Jews in Germany was mild 
spring weather compared with the treatment of Chris- 
tians in red Spain and Russia, Mexico and Hungary. 
And it is not irrelevant to note Jews had an active part 
in promoting the red terror in all these countries. 

Now it is remarkable that there was little propa- 
ganda to protest against the suffering of Christians in 
all these countries, but with the relatively mild perse- 
cution of the Jews in Germany there arose a mysterious 
wave of propaganda unparalleled in history—Screen, 
radio, books, lectures, news items, Digests and Jour- 
nals circulating by the hundred million lashed out at 
everything German. Yet if death be the supreme test 
of persecution the Jews killed in Germany could be 
counted in a few dozens. The Christians slaughtered 
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in Russia, Spain, Mexico, Hungary, could be counted 
in millions. Lenin, according to this propaganda, was 
a noble chevalier. Hitler was Satan incarnate. 

As a result of this propaganda, no calm discussion 
could take place between France and Britain and Italy 
and Germany to cast a sound peace. A traveler in 
Europe could note that while the heads of the govern- 
ment in Germany were, perhaps, prepared to risk war, 
the people certainly did not want war. In England one 
might note the opposite—the people wanted a decision 
at arms, were keener on war than the government. If 
Hitler incited the German people to fight, the English 
man in the street goaded Chamberlain to war. 


HITLERISM 


Next I would note the phenomenon of Hitlerism— 
Nazi Germany. Mingled with much bad there was 
much good in Hitlerism. When Hitler came on the 
scene Germany was demoralized. The last war, the 
blockade after the war, the influx of aliens from cen- 
tral Europe who battened on Germany’s wounds, Com- 
munism, impossible reparations, had reduced the Ger- 
mans to despair. Stresseman and Bruning were de- 
serted by the Allies rather than by the Germans. Hit- 
ler raised the Germans up from that abject state, and 
gave them an economy in which no German child went 
hungry or ill-clad. The Germans had right on their 
side in claiming the Saar, in asking for the right to 
arm when others did not disarm; the advance of a 
state to its own frontiers, the Rhine, was just; and 
since the Allies thought fit to dismember Austria and 
leave Vienna the capital of an Empire of fifty millions 
shanghaied in a country the size of Ireland, the 
Anschluss could be defended, and in fact represented 
the opinion of the greater part of the Austrian Ger- 
mans. And since the Allies deprived German Austria 
of her historic mission in Europe the Sudetan Germans, 
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who were part of the Austrian Empire, were right in 
returning to the Third Reich. 
Hitler made two mistakes: first and greatest the 
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1 Aryan philosophy of the Blood and the persecution of ; 
y | religion—Christians and Jews. Second the descent 
n on Prague and the incorporation of Slavs into the Reich 

- in defiance of his own racial theory. 

a Liberty is a priceless possession. The abuse of lib- 

e erty (license of speech and thought) leads to anarchy, 

n but the denial of liberty means servitude. Hitler’s 

f Germany was in great part servile. Elementary hu- 

h man rights were violated. And men of European tra- 
dition will not for long periods of time endure servi- 
tude. If given sufficient rope the Third Reich would 
hang itself, the calamity of another European War 
could be avoided. 

- Hitlerism derives from two sources—the dictate of 

1S Versailles and the Prussian spirit. 

1e In other days diplomats made treaties. After the 

1€ Napoleonic Wars—Castlereagh, Metternich, Talleyrand 

n- sat around a table and made a treaty which gave 

n- Europe a hundred years of peace. The Treaty of Ver- 

r- sailles has left us nothing but wars. It was made by 

e- politicians, surrounded by ill-educated pressmen and 

it- mobs of ill-informed minds. The treaty makers looked | 

nd at Germany as a wounded animal unfit even to discuss 
nt the terms of its own dismemberment. 
ir In another aspect Hitler is a child of the Prussian 

to spirit. And the Prussian spirit in history is character- 

a ized by one quality—Military efficiency and a ruthless 

nd use of armed power. Hitler, it is true, was an Austrian, 

nd but his mind is of Berlin. In the long struggle be- 

ns tween Berlin and Vienna for leadership of the Ger- 

he mans there is no doubt whither his policy and senti- 

ed ments tended. His mind is of a quality altogether ; 

er- different from Siepel, Dolfuss or Schuschnigg. He dif- 

ria fers as much from them as the Hohenzollerns differ 
from the Hapsburgs. 
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THE BALANCE OF POWER 


The doctrine of the Balance of Power is also a main 
cause of the present war. This doctrine, which has 
governed English policy for hundreds of years, holds 
that England cannot afford to have any one power 
dominant in continental Europe. If such a power 
arises England must form a coalition against it: For 
this reason in the last three hundred years England 
has fought against Spain, France, as today she fights 
against Germany. 

Now Prussia and the English have been in the past 
very good friends. Both—the English and the Prus- 
sian—despise the French. In the nineteenth century the 
classical English historians—Carlyle, Stubbs, Greene, 
Freeman, fostered the belief of kinship with the East 
Elbe Germans, and even taught that English culture 
derived from a band of marauding pagan German 
tribes who landed in England in the fifth century of 
our Era. That kinship and sympathy with the Ger- 
man of Prussia lasted to a date as recent as the Great 
War and even survived it. Prussia and England, for 
two hundred years prior to the Great War, had been 
allies, and after the Great War England deep in the 
heart thought much more highly of the solid German 
than of the light-headed Frenchman. 

The Englishman and the Prussian (or as we may 
now say the German, for the Prussian spirit under the 
form of Nazism dominates all Germany today) despises 
(and despised) the Pole. But England does not wear 
her heart on her sleeve. She carries it in her pocket. 
When her vital interests were affected she formed a 
coalition against Germany in 1914; and again in 1939, 
after the capture of Prague by Hitler, she formed an- 
other coalition against Germany. It was to consist of 
England, France, Jewry, Turks, Poland, Bolshevist 
Russia, and as many more as cared to join in. Provi- 
dence decided otherwise. The Poles jibbed at an alli- 
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ance with Bolshevist Russia. The Soviets who desired 
nothing better than a general European war, after 
having tapped the military secrets of England and 
France joined Germany. Italy held an uneasy foot in 
both camps and remained neutral. 

Prussia Nazi-Germany struck. The end no man can 
see. 
The doctrine of the Balance of Power has this de- 
fect from a European viewpoint. England has in great 
measure ceased to be European. Europe, it is true, is 
cracking up and the common canon of life is dissolv- 
ing, but there are still left some vestige and footprints 
of what Europe was in the shifting sands of the Conti- 
nent. England’s interests and concern are out of 
Europe. They are in North America or Australia or 
Egypt or India or the Fiji Islands. And it were better 
for the continent it was left to itself to mould its own 
destiny. England and the Balance of Power theory 
acts as a flywheel which sets Europe more off its true 
course than on it. Were the continent left to itself 
there is still sufficient of European tradition surviving 
in Spain, in France, in Italy, Austria, Belgium, Hol- 
land, Poland, Hungary, and among the Germans them- 
selves to combat the two forces which are combining 
to overwhelm Europe—Nazism and Communism. 


RELIGION AND RACE 


Next, not in order of importance or sequence of ac- 
tion (for I am writing down the causes as they come 
to me) I would place Religion and Race. The binding 
force of a society, a people, or a community of peoples, 
a nation, or a race, or collection of races and peoples 
is—Religion. 

A common Christian religion was the link which 
bound together Europeans—for Europe is (or rather 
was) Christendom. Just as in a necklace each stone 
of different hue and quality is bound to its fellow and 
to a composite unity by a thread, so is it with a com- 
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munity of peoples, races, nations, dynasties, govern- 
ments, music, art, letters, crafts—a culture, a civiliza- 
tion, Europe. The common thread of European life 
was not, clearly, race. For there are and were many 
races. The link was religion. 

The thread of a necklace may be weak or strong, 
of cotton or of metal; but whether weak or strong when 
the thread frays and breaks, the unity is dissolved and 
the stones scatter into space, one from the other. 

The division of Christendom in the sixteenth cen- 
tury was the first sign of the fraying of the thread. 
The religious wars of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries were a further symbol. 

Side by side with the fraying of the common thread 
which bound the many races of Europe together there 
advanced the exalted idea of Race, and a further ex- 
tension of that worship of Race was the idea that po- 
litical frontiers and racial frontiers should be cotermi- 
nous. How false is this we can see from history. 

Let us turn over the pages of an historical atlas of 
Europe that illustrates European history for the last 
two thousand years. We will find for near all that 
time racial and political frontiers do not coincide. In 
the past there was diversity in a great unity. Today 
we have the lesser unity (of race) in a greater anarchy. 
In other words race, in the German conception of the 
word, is the new cement substance of society. 

But in the Roman Empire there was no like concep- 
tion of society. Many races, many tongues, and men 
of many colors lived in that vast Empire with a com- 
mon citizenship, common administration, law, army, 
and common allegiance. The unity of the whole was 
symbolized in the worship of Caesar. Rome and the 
Emperor, like the British King, was the symbol of 
allegiance and citizenship. 

The Empire of Charlemagne which succeeded the 
Roman Empire in the west had no racial test of citi- 
zenship. Men of many races lived within it, Germans, 
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Celts, Slavs, Latins, etc. The binding tie was a com- 
mon religion—Christianity. 

In the Middle Ages the political tie was not a racial 
one. Under the feudal system it was more a personal 
tie and an office which held the political society together. 
Political society was founded on a hierarchy of office, 
and the pivot of the European political society was the 
Emperor, attached to whom were Monarchs, Princes, 
Dukes, Free Cities, Counts, Electors, etc. But the 
binding link that held together all men of Europe, 
whether within the Empire or without, was the tie of a 
common religion — Christianity symbolized by the 
Papacy. A map of Europe on the eve of the Reforma- 
tion would show Brandenburg, Silesia, Bohemia, Mo- 
ravia, Austria, Northern Italy, Switzerland, all the 
mass of Germans, Belgium, Holland, within the fron- 
tiers of the Holy Roman Empire. But Poland, Hun- 
gary, France, the most of Italy, Spain, Portugal, Ire- 
land, Scotland, the Scandinavian countries which lay 
outside the Empire were knit together into a common 
culture—a common way of life and manner of thought, 
a common Europe—by a common religion—the Chris- 
tian. 

Even with the splitting of that common religion in 
the sixteenth century, it was religion rather than race 
that determined political and social life. 

In France, for example, the Huguenots set up sepa- 
rate statelets and towns and shelled themselves out 
from the body of French life. And in Germany also, 
after the Thirty Years’ War, religion, not race, was 
the test of the social and political community. This is 
what is meant by the formula—Cujus regio, ejus religio 
—the religion of the German statelet would follow the 
religion of the prince. Germany thereafter was divided 
into Catholic Germany, the head of which was in 
Vienna, and Protestant Germany, the head of which 
would be (later) in Berlin, for Berlin is a compara- 
tively modern German city. 
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To heal the deep division in German life caused by 
religion, Hitler devised the salve of racialism. Hence- 
forth there would be neither Catholic nor Protestant 
German. One philosophy—one blood, one German, 
one Fuhrer—would dominate German society; all Ger- 
mans would find a new life in the baptism of a common 
Aryan Germanic blood. 


In the Middle Ages it was taken as a matter of 
course that a German city like Danzig could live under 
a Slav state, as it was also quite common for Slavs to 
live under a German dynasty. 


So much has racialism dominated modern life that 
such a position is today regarded as intolerable. Mil- 
lions of European lives may be sacrificed to prevent it. 


THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The parliament of Man, the federation of the World, 
the brotherhood of all men—that is a noble ideal, but 
if you have a super-national parliament you must have 
a super-national code and canon. If a Court of Jus- 
tice be real it must have an agreed code of law, a sanc- 
tion or punishment for aggression, and force to arrest 
the wrong-doer and punish him. The League of Na- 
tions had no one of these three things. It had no com- 
mon code of morals, no adequate sanction, no physical 
force to impose the sanction. Jumbled together in the 
League of Nations was Christianity, Jewry, Islam, 
Atheism, Liberalism, Hinduism, Communism, and a 
dozen other isms. Side by side sat a slave state— 
Abyssinia—and an old European state of high culture 
—lItaly. Ireland lay cheek by jowl with Soviet Russia. 
The League was something worse than a ramp. It was 
a trap. The League was dominated by England and 
France, and they used it as an instrument by which the 
world would guarantee forever the territorial settle- 
ment of Versailles. Collective security was the specious 
phrase which hid the design, but in fact history will say 
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the League was a main cause for landing Europe into 
collective anarchy and perhaps Bolshevism. 

As I have said above a common religion is the main 
link which binds together a civilization or a society of 
peoples. The League of Nations had no such common 
link. If the League had a dominant philosophy, it was 
a philosophy of Liberalism or humanism in the nine- 
teenth century sense, and nineteenth century human- 
ism closely allied with continental Masonry and Anglo- 
Saxon ideas of “democracy” pressed down rather than 
elevated man. 

The political expansion of European peoples into 
Africa and Asia in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
turies was a misfortune for Africa, for Asia, and for 
Europe. It was not colonization in the true sense at all. 
It was the exploitation of colored peoples for the eco- 
nomic advantage of white peoples. It will have little 
or no permanent value in history. Civilization and high 
culture does not come from planters or traders. It 
comes from the missionary and colonist. 

And a colonist is a man who lives on the land and 
inter-marries with the people of the land to which he 
emigrates. The English (or Dutch) experiment in 
South Africa has little value for history. South Africa, 
if we can gauge by all past experience and by the real- 
ities of the present, will be a colored man’s country in 
the next few hundred years. 

If, however, you accept it as a principle of Euro- 
pean life that a European people has the right to ex- 
ploit a colored people, and if Britain and France in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries partitioned a great 
part of the African continent among themselves and 
Asia Minor also, then surely a country of such high 
culture as Italy had a claim on a backward African 
territory like Abyssinia, especially as Italy had about 
700,000 dead in the War. 

She had a right to say to Britain and France: “We 
were your allies in the War. You are partitioning 
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great tracts of land as protectorates, mandates, etc., in i 
Syria, Iraq, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Egypt, the old 
German colonies. Surely we have a right to ask for a 
mandate or some such hypocritical title in Abyssinia, | 
a semi-savage land.” 


But no. Straight away there was a moral cry of 
indignation; this odious, hypocritical cant about small 
nations and Fascist bullies. An inexperienced politi- 
cian, Eden, drew a net of economic boycott around 
Italy. Italy, as might be expected, went straight into 
the arms of Germany. The Abyssinians were defeated, 
the land conquered, the “Emperor” was cast into exile, 
when he could have saved his office, been another Sultan 
of Morocco or Bey of Tunis, were it not for the League 
of Nations. 


Now for years prior to the Abyssinian episode Japan 
had been invading the country of another people, a 
very ancient civilization and a noble people—the Chi- 
nese. There was no talk of sanctions there. Why? 
Because sanctions against Italy were a device to keep 
Italy from contact with Egypt, the Sudan, the Canal, 
the Red Sea and the route to the beloved India. Mr. 
Antony Eden did not care a straw about the Abyssin- 
ians or Kaffirs or Zulus or any other African people. : 
Germany would never have got as far as she has gone 
today without Italy. Italy would never have joined 
Germany without sanctions. Therefore sanctions 
against Italy are a cause of this war. 
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POLAND 


Poland is not so much a land or a people as a spirit 
and an ideal. Poland is to the East of Europe what 
Ireland has been to the North—a Bastion of Christen- 
dom and of Latin culture. In her thousand years’ old 
history Poland has stood as a bulwark of Europe 
against the onslaught of savage tribes from the East. 
She has saved Europe from Islam. She saved Europe 
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in our time at the battle of the Vistula from Com- 
munism. 

Poland is an outpost of Latinity against Byzantin- 
ism to the East and Protestantism to the North and 
West. Today she is crushed in a vise between the two 
countries which were symbols of Protestantism and 
Byzantinism in the past, and are now symbols of the 
new paganism—Prussia and Russia. 

The Poles have many faults, but they stand for 
something in the tradition of Europe, something that 
is much more of Europe than the Russia of Stalin, the 
Prussia of Bismarck, or the Third Reich, or the Eng- 
land of Mr. Anthony Eden. 


REALITY 


Finally, as a cause for this war, we would place a 
failure to recognize Reality. The Germans, the plain 
simple folk, are a people of great virtues, industry, 
thrift, culture, discipline. There are some seventy 
millions of Germans in the heart of Europe. Wise 
treaty makers would have given a just outlet for the 
work and natural ambitions of such a people. The 
French, that noble and generous people, are decaying. 
They do not even cultivate their own fields. Three mil- 
lion foreigners, Italians, Poles, Slavs live within their 
frontiers. Nor is Britain much better. Vast spaces of 
the British Empire are scarcely scratched—Australia 
and Canada, for example. If the British and French 
try to hem in Germans and deny them legitimate ex- 
pansion, they deny reality, and Hitlerism is the natural 
result. 








Contraband in Books 


HENRY DAVIS, 8.J. 


Reprinted from The Catholic Times (London). 


+ peer people say that they never see any harm in 
reading whatever comes in their way and whatever 
they have a fancy for. It is not, they say, what one 
reads that matters but what one does. One is not go- 
ing to commit murder because one reads detective 
stories, nor raid a jeweler’s shop because one reads the 
account of an astute burglary nor condemn all monks 
and nuns because one has read Mr. Coulton’s indict- 
ment of the medievals and his generalizations from a 
relatively few instances. A clean mind, they say, will 
not be affected by literary filth, nor a robust Catholic 
faith by reading what the atheist, the heretic, the free- 
thinker, have to say for their point of view. 

The pose about the harmlessness of reading bad 
books, magazines and papers, is similar to that of the 
man who says that he goes to God straight but not 
through any church, that his responsibility is to God 
not to any institution, that the Almighty will judge one 
by acts but not by beliefs. All such assumed attitudes 
are usually—we do not pass judgment on individuals— 
the result of not sitting down to think clearly for a few 
moments, still more of repudiating all authority on 
earth, and setting up one’s personal judgment—the 
trick of the Reformers—as the rule of all belief and 
conduct. 


Wuat Is BAD LITERATURE ? 


When we are considering evil literature, we must 
define what is evil and determine why and when we 
call a book bad, and what is said of books applies, of 
course, to magazines and papers. A book is a bad 
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book in the sphere of faith or morals if it sets forth 
with approval and still more if it defends or if it need- 
lessly details what is contrary to Catholic faith or 
Christian moral principles. Thus a book which pro- 
fessedly defended Unitarianism would be contrary to 
Catholic faith; one which professedly defends divorce 
is contrary to Christian principles; one which design- 
edly defends therapeutic abortion, or eugenic steriliza- 
tion, or birth control, is contrary to the principles of 
natural moral rectitude. Such books are bad because 
they inculcate falsehood or moral evil and are there- 
fore dangerous to the readers of them. 

Now it is quite easy to understand how a book can 
inculcate falsehood. Thus one that defends the right 
of the State to grant divorce defends what is both false 
and subversive of moral rectitude and its danger is 
that it may persuade the reader to abandon the truth. 
A book which portrays obscenity, making that the 
main content of its argument or treatment, is apt to 
fill the mind of its readers with obscene pictures which 
beyond a doubt render the mind the more subject to 
invasion by them, whence it is but a step in many cases 
to taking pleasure in those pictures, allowing them to 
linger in the imagination, recalling them at will, brood- 
ing over them, with the accompanying repercussion on 
the sexual tendency—active in all especially in the 
young—and having a ready means of evoking it. It is 
then only a step to consent to fleshly concupiscence. 

Now if any man or woman, young or old, permits 
the invasion of falsehood into the mind, they run the 
risk of thinking falsely and false thinking is a wound 
of the intellect, a faculty given to us by God for the 
perception of truth. If any man or woman, young or 
old, permits the imagination to be obsessed and filled 
with obscene pictures, they run the risk of approving 
of what is obscene and of exciting their sexual appe- 
tency in a way and with results that are contrary to 
the fundamental laws of human nature, that is, con- 
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trary to the good of their own nature and the good of 
the race, and opposed to the Divine Will, for God in- 
tended this appetency to be used in a rational way and 
only in married life for the happiness and good of 
husband and wife and for the perpetuation of the race. 


THE CHURCH’S RIGHTS 


The Church as an organized society, authorized by 
its Founder to guide and rule its members, that is, 
those who by baptism have become aggregated to it, 
has the obligation of directing those members along 
the paths of faith and righteousness to heaven. The 
sum and substance of its guiding and ruling are the 
truths of faith and the principles of Christian conduct. 
No member of the Church can resent that guidance, 
even to the point of interference—if it can be called 
such—with his liberty of thought and action, for man 
is not always free to think or do as he likes; man is not 
free in the true sense of freedom to reject the laws of 
his life, natural or supernatural. If a man wrongly 
thought so, he might recall the loss of freedom which 
he has to put up with in many situations of life. 

The civil authority has the right to restrain his 
freedom of action. It forces him by conscription to 
serve his country, it obliges him under severe penalties 
to respect the rights of the State and of other citizens, 
it will not tolerate sedition, it taxes him, whether he 
likes it or not, for his own protection, it even forbids 
the publication of obscene papers and books and takes 
steps to raid the shops of the purveyors of pornographic 
literature and pictures, orders the type and plates to be 
broken up and the sales to cease. If any man thought 
those actions of the State unjust infringements on his 
liberty, then he has ceased to think rationally. 

It is not necessary to labor so obvious a point. It 
is clear to everyone that the society of which he hap- 
pens to be a member must have the right to make laws 
for the common good, to enforce them and to coerce 
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the individual to refrain from violating the laws, to 
punish him if he does so, and deprive him of the privi- 
leges of membership. In civil society a man has a 
vote and can in a way determine the kind of polity in 
which he wishes to live. In the society founded by 
Christ, namely, the Church, there are no votes to be 
cast by the individual to determine what is to be the 
law. Christ established a society with supreme inde- 
pendent, legislative authority. A baptized Christian 
cannot escape from its power. It will lead him through 
life with exquisite tenderness, recall him from the ways 
of evil, pursue him with its voice, appealing or warning, 
to the threshold of eternity where its jurisdiction 
ceases. 


PRINCIPLES 


In regard to obligations in this matter, the follow- 
ing principles may be stated. 

If a Catholic does not know whether a given book 
is dangerous and has no suspicion that it may be, he 
may read it until he finds out that it is, in fact, dan- 
gerous for him. He must then put it aside. This is an 
obligation of natural law. 

A Catholic may have a good suspicion that a given 
book is forbidden. He should not read it until he has 
found out that it is not forbidden. If a Catholic knows 
that a given book is dangerous or forbidden, he may 
not read it without permission. 

In doubt as to whether a given book is specifically 
forbidden, a Catholic must find out the facts. He may 
consult the Index of forbidden books if he has the 
opportunity of doing so, or consult his confessor, or 
any one who may know. 

It is obvious that the Church is not able to publish 
a list of all the books that may not be read, for: their 
number now is legion. But there is an Index of such 
books and additions are made to it from time to time. 
Some books are put on the said Index till they have 
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been corrected: others that are wholly bad are con- 
demned out of hand. Books recently published that 
are dangerous though not as yet on the Index, are for- 
bidden by natural law, that is, by the law of the due 
worship of God, the safeguarding of faith and moral 
principles, and the avoiding of scandal. Such books 
are those which professedly defend atheism, Commu- 
nism, or immorality, or are obscene. It is not neces- 
sary, therefore, that books forbidden by natural law 
should be put on the Index. 


CLASSES OF FORBIDDEN BOOKS 


Some of the classes of books which, in fact, are in 
general forbidden by positive legislation are the fol- 
lowing: 

Versions of the Bible made or published by non- 
Catholics; books that defend heresy or schism, or 
undermine the foundations of religion; books that 
professedly attack religion or good morals; books that 
attack or ridicule any of the Catholic dogmas; books 
that defend superstition, magic, suicide, duelling, di- 
vorce, birth control, secret societies which plot against 
the Church or State; books that professedly treat of 
obscenity. These are prohibitions in general, but books 
may be forbidden by name or all the works of certain 
authors may likewise be forbidden. A Catholic cannot 
be expected to know which these are but he is expected 
to inquire if in doubt. It will be obvious from the fore- 
going remarks that everyone of sense should applaud 
the Church’s legislation on reading, and should, in 
fact, rejoice when a bad book is put on the Index. 
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SPECIAL FOR LENT 





10c 


DEATH WATCH OF OUR 
SAVIOUR 
J. Conway, S.J. 


_ THE “REPROACHES” OF 


GOOD FRIDAY 
F. P. LeBuffe, S.J. 


THE EUCHARIST 
J. Husslein, S.J. 


THE MYSTICAL BODY OF 
CHRIST 
W. J. McGarry, S.J. 


RUN YOUR OWN 
MOVIES! 
(Hints for Mental Prayer) 
P. W. Harkins, S.J. 


TEN-CENT PAMPHLETS: 
50 for $4.00; 100 for $7.00; 
1,000 for $60.00, 

Single copy by mail 10 cents. 
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THE STORY OF LENT 
DEVOTIONS IN LENT 
BOTH SINNED—! 


These 3 by 
W. |. Lonergan, S.J. 


MAN’‘S DESTINY 
T. Brosnahan, S.J. 


CHRIST TRUE GOD 
M. J. Scott, S.J. 


ALL GRACE THROUGH 
MARY 


J. Husslein, S.J. 


AT NOON ON CALVARY 
B. A. Fuller, S.J. 


ENCYCLICAL ON 
PRAYER 
Pope Pius XI 


YOUR OWN ST. JOSEPH 
J. Husslein, S.J. 


FIVE-CENT PAMPHLETS: 
50 for $2.25; 100 for $4.00; 
1,000 for $30.00. 
Single copy by mail 10 cents. 


Postage extra on bulk orders 
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LENTEN BOOKS 


“to know Him more intimately” 


LOOKING ON JESUS 
Reflections on the Sunday Gospels Pau. L. BLAKELY, S.J. 


An eye-opener to those who have missed the twentieth-century 
wealth of riches hidden in the Sunday Gospels. $1.00 





“to love Him more ardently” 


HEART TO HEART 


A Book of Prayers from the writings of 
DANIEL M. O’CONNELL, S.J. 


These beautiful prayers, many directly bearing on the sea- 
son of Lent, can be put to good use as an aid in bringing our 
hearts nearer to the Heart of Christ. $2.00 


“to follow Him more closely” 


THE FOLLOWING OF CHRIST GERARD GROOTE 
translated by Joseph Malaise, S.J. 


The spiritual diary of one who knew, who loved, who followed, 
who has been a guide for saint and sinner these many cen- 
turies. Pocket Edition $1.00 Deluxe Edition $2.50 


PAUL AND THE CRUCIFIED 
WILLIAM J. McGarry, S.J. 
For a thorough knowledge of Christ Crucified there is no 
greater authority than Saint Paul. The ideal book for Lent. 
$3.00 


At your book dealer or direct 


THE AMERICA press 
53 Park Place New York, N. Y. 




















